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Dark Knight Shines Bright Zx &K1 % ¥EZ&H

Batman Film Shatters Box Office Record $gigf H = E LR

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.

D E TS R)E TSR

It's not often you see a giant bat-shaped car driving through central London,
unless perhaps Batman is in town.

The caped crusader's famous Batmobile was here for the European premiere
of new Batman film The Dark Knight, a film which has already been making
waves at the US box office.

It has set a box office record for best opening weekend ever, taking $155m
(1.1bn yuan) in the US alone in its first three days in cinemas.

But while it is not unusual for summer blockbusters to make a lot of money,
what is less common is for such films to receive good reviews from critics.

"An epic that will leave you staggering from the theatre, stunned by its
scope and complexity,” was how Associated Press described the film, one of
many reviews which sung the praises of the latest Batman film.

The movie, which stars British actor Christian Bale in the lead role and the
late Heath Ledger as his arch-enemy the Joker, has already been voted the
number one film of all time by users of the website imdb.com.

The story follows the superhero Batman as he battles the criminal
underworld in the fictional Gotham City.

One particularly stunning part sees Batman leap from the top of the
International Finance Centre in Hong Kong; and even features a cameo role
for controversial star Edison Chen.

Many critics have singled out Heath Ledger's performance as the maniacal
Joker, who wreaks mayhem as Batman tries to stop him.

Anglo-American director Christopher Nolan described his performance as
breathtaking, complex and "hard to pin down". Co-star Sir Michael Caine
called him "one of the greatest villains you've ever seen."

Ledger died earlier this year from an accidental prescription drugs
overdose. It now looks likely that he will receive a posthumous Oscar
nomination.
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Glossary HICE

caped crusader — #3-E K E (U
ME BRI AR

making waves — ki — [

box office — 2

opening weekend — HANR

summer blockbusters — EE KK

staggering — R ER

stunned — 2R

scope — (EHKD WH

sung the praises — ¥

arch-enemy — Zt#

criminal underworld — 24

cameo role — (HEP) LHEHER
) /N A

singled out - $kiH, %N

maniacal — XJEK

wreaks mayhem — JL FE45E

breathtaking — ¥z AL

hard to pin down — BT &6

villains — 3F A\, REAY

accidental prescription drugs
overdose — R/MTERZ

posthumous — 385 3R]

1. Reading Quiz [H{EHl%E

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

DT RFERARE? BARER? THRE I IERER.

1. The Dark Knight took $155m in its first two days in the US. True / False

2. Summer blockbusters usually make a lot of money. True / False

3. Heath Ledger plays Batman's enemy in the film. True / False

4. Gotham City is a real place. True / False

gl
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. Ledger died after taking illegal drugs. True / False




2. Phrasal verbs &i&Ez#hiH

Look at the phrasal verbs below. Can you match them to their
definitions?

TR T FIRE S AN B AT s SO NIEL .

1. to pin down a. to choose one thing for special
attention

2. to pull off b. to discover details or understand

3. to single out c. to achieve success despite
difficulties

4. to pull up d. to stop or park a vehicle

Now complete the sentences below by using one of the phrasal verbs.

HMEL EZhAMETE P IEFSER— N RER T FIAT.

1. Film critics have Heath Ledger's performance in The Dark Knight.
2. The Batmobile outside the cinema, to the delight of film fans.
3. It was hard to the cause of his popularity, he was a very

complex  character.

4. Although there were many problems shooting the film, the director
a real success.
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3. Jumbled Sentences ITELEFRIAIT

Rearrange the words in the sentences below to make correct
sentences.

R T AT PR RIAERHS, AR—NIERKAT .

1. Batman's the Joker Heath plays The enemy Late Ledger actor

2. The Dark imdb.com of all time Knight one film Users of the voted number

3. The cameo Dark Knight has a Chen role in Edison

4. accidental overdose an Heath Ledger died in prescription drugs January of

5. the US box office has been making The caped crusader's latest film at
waves

6. The European Batmobile was in the film's premiere for London
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4. Wordsearch HiF#g

Try to find the words associated with the new Batman film in the
puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m)

TRAE T KRR T, SR 5 S IE ST H R ISR A
HH10M 8, HARTT ALK () EEK (1) BXAE (m) B,

b|l |]o|lc|k|b|u|s|t|e]|Tr|Db
alr|jclhje|{nje m|y]|t i | a
hle|leja|h]|t I s|cle|d]|og
n|is| mja|lnj|i|jaljc|al|l|b]e
a | | tjle|t|c mjo m|a|Vv| T
hla|rju i h|s|ple|n i C
nfo|l |a|lnja|t]je]o|n| Il |h
plel|lr|h|t|njaja|p]|n I r
s|le|lvi|/ie|lnjale|b|k|r|a]i
blalt m|o|b|i|d]|b]i i | s
i|lg|ls|t|la|g|lglel|Tr|i|n|g
h|plo|s|t|]h|]um|jo|lu]|s|g

arch-enemy villains scope stunned
breathtaking cameo staggering
blockbuster posthumous maniacal
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [# %

1. The Dark Knight took $155m in its first two days
in the US. False

2. Summer blockbusters usually make a lot of
money. True

3. Heath Ledger plays Batman's enemy in the film.
True

4. Gotham City is a real place. False

5. Ledger died after taking illegal drugs. False

3. Jumbled Sentences ITELHFEKIF

Rearrange the words in the sentences below to
make correct sentences.

BTN RRAER S, AR ERKGT

1. The late actor Heath Ledger plays Batman's
enemy the Joker.

2. Users of imdb.com voted The Dark Knight
the number one film of all time.

3. Edison Chen has a cameo role in The Dark
Knight.

4. Heath Ledger died in January of an
accidental prescription drugs overdose.

5. The caped crusader's latest film has been
making waves at the US box office.

6. The Batmobile was in London for the film's
European premiere.
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2. Phrasal verbs &)

Look at the phrasal verbs below. Can you match them to
their definitions?

EE TAEESNAE, BRENE% B e O Rk,

el
ap oo

Now complete the sentences below by using one of the
phrasal verbs.

BAEM U EREMEESHERTIAT.

1. Film critics have singled out Heath Ledger's performance
in The Dark Knight.

2. The Batmobile pulled up outside the cinema, to the delight
of film fans.

3. It was hard to pin down the cause of his popularity, he
was a very complex character.

4. Although there were many problems shooting the film, the
director pulled off a real success.

4. Wordsearch HFi#EE®
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