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Health Reforms EJf g

Keeping the Country Healthy {55 E Bfg 5

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
P FHERESS, RGN

It seems that politicians around the world are thinking about the health of
their countries. While in China, Chen Zhu has announced his plans for a
universal health service and reform across health services, Gordon Brown,
the UK Prime Minister, has also announced he is planning to make some
changes in our health service.

The crux of Mr Brown’s proposals are related to giving the NHS (National
Health Service) a greater focus on prevention, rather than just curing
patients.

He is planning to introduce increased screening for common diseases such as
heart disease, strokes, and cancer, for example breast cancer. In Britain
there are 200,000 deaths a year from heart attacks and strokes, many of
which might have been avoided if the condition had been known about.

Initially, the diagnostic tests will be available for those who are most
vulnerable, or most likely to have the disease, but later on the Prime Minister
claims that they will be more widely available. One example is a plan to offer
all men over 65 an ultrasound test to check for problems with the main
artery, a condition which kills 3,000 men a year.

The opposition have criticised Mr Brown’s proposals, saying that they are just
a gimmick, and claiming that there is no proper timetable for the changes.
They also say that Mr Brown is reducing the money available for the treatment
of certain conditions while putting more money towards testing for them.

The NHS was founded in 1948, and is paid for by taxation. The idea is that
the rich pay more towards the health service than the poor. However in recent
years there has been a great increase in the use of private healthcare.

Many people who can afford it choose to pay for medical care, often because it
can be quicker, although the doctors and hospitals are often the same! NHS
waiting lists for operations can be very long, so people can jump the queue
by paying for their operation.
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Glossary #HIC#E

universal health service 4> [&ES7 RS

reform {3

crux %

prevention i

curing ¥AJ7

patients i A

screening fi &/ ik

strokes 114,

cancer JEiE

heart attacks D & 1E

condition %Ik

diagnostic tests £ WiPERE

artery #jik

opposition X (3) Ik

gimmick f£44

timetable i [a]5

putting more money towards 7.7
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taxation Filk

waiting lists 254 i

jump the queue #fifA; =)L

1. Reading Quiz [##2i5

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

DT RTFHARE?HARMR? HEHIERESR.

1. All health care in the UK is government funded. True / False

2. Gordon Brown is planning to spend more money on testing for diseases.

True / False

3. People choose private health care because they want to see better doctors.

True / False

4. Other political parties agree with Mr Brown’s proposals. True / False

5. The NHS has existed for 60 years. True / False
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2. Odd ones out % H B34

Which in each group is the odd one out?

PRAEHR T 31 -4 A i 53 2K 97 15 2

1. Diseases

a) cancer b) heart attack c) reform

2. Jobs

a) politician b) diagnostic c) doctor

3. Places

a) operation b) hospital C) surgery

4. Words connected with money
a) funding b) taxation c) salary
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d) stroke

d) accountant

d) library

d) crux



3. Words ending ‘shun’ PAlshun®4 B 1A

Each of these words sounds as if it ends ‘shun’. Complete the words to
show whether they are end with ‘tion’ or ‘ssion’?

;ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁashun%%%, AAWMEARFE, HBHRE ‘tion” B ‘ssion’ ZHE—/NE
1.taxa___

2. preven______

3. permi____

4. condi_

5. posse_

6. expre___

7. opposi

8. aggre
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4. Wordsearch HiA#Z

Try to find the words associated with health reforms in the puzzle
below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m)

THTE T AR, RSB SRR R BIGE R R
FAEL0MHIA, HARTAARUAKTH (9) ZEK (1) BXAK (m) B HIR.

r (e |(r (o |e |t |y |i k |p |r |t
o |q |S |n |p |r |i v |o |g |f i
k |w |t |a |x |a |t [i o |n |d |o

health reform prevention cancer  stroke
condition test treatment taxation private
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Answers &x

1. Reading Quiz [FAEW%E

1. All health care in the UK is government funded.
False

2. Gordon Brown is planning to spend more money on
testing for diseases. True

3. People choose private health care because they
want to see better doctors. False

4. Other political parties agree with Mr Brown’s
proposals. False

5. The NHS has existed for 60 years. True

3. Words ending ‘shun’ Plshun £ 17

1. taxation

2. prevention
3. permission
4. condition

5. possession
6. expression
7. opposition

8. aggression
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2. Odd ones out ¥ 17]

1. Diseases
c) reform

2. Jobs
b) diagnostic

3. Places
a) operation

4. Words connected with money
d) crux

4. Wordsearch HFE#HZE
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