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Online Shopping M _FE#)

An Increasing Trend H 25 AT K& #

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
P FHERESS, RGN

With only two weeks to go before Christmas, buying presents is a high priority
for a lot of people. However, this year not so many people are leaving their
homes to browse around the shops. These days lots of people can do their
shopping in the comfort of their own home with the help of the internet.

Online shopping is becoming more and more popular for a number of reasons;
prices are often lower online, you don’t have to queue up in busy shops and

you can buy almost any product imaginable with just a few clicks of your
mouse.

Computer trends are often male-dominated but this year women are
expected to do more shopping on the internet than men. It seems women are
now more attracted to the convenience of online shopping than they used to
be.

Average spending online this Christmas by women will rise to £240 (3360
Yuan) compared to the slightly lower average of £233 for men, while the
average spend per person on the high street is only £197. 70% of internet
users, male and female, are now buying their Christmas gifts online.

In the past a lot of people were reluctant to shop online. Many were worried
about the security of entering their card details on the internet and the
reliability of the internet but as shopping online has become more
widespread, these worries have begun to disappear. 45% of internet users
still do have security worries but it hasn’t slowed down the ever-increasing
numbers of online shoppers.

One victim of the online shopping boom is the UK high street. Christmas
trading can represent up to 60% of turnover for some stores. Many
companies are concerned that not enough shoppers are coming through their
doors in the run-up to Christmas. As a result there are lots of special offers
in the shops.

Most shops traditionally have sales after Christmas but this year the bargains
have come early in an attempt to lure consumers to spend. Bad news for the
high street has become good news for the bank balances of UK shoppers this
Christmas!
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Glossary JICE

to browse around — ¥

in the comfort of their own home

— X EFFRREC.)

to queue up — HEBA

any product imaginable — 7] LA48
Z B

a few clicks of your mouse — i

R B AR

male-dominated — HE IR

the high street — FERF W

reluctant — %138

entering their card details — 5
WATRER

reliability - AJ&E#:

widespread — W4T 21

internet users — EM#H

ever-increasing — AWK

victim — Ji%E 5

boom — &%

trading — & 5

turnover — Wi

the run-up — BPBRIRZ F5

special offers — ¢y

to lure — B

1. Reading Quiz [7##2i 5

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

DT RTFHARE?HARMR? HEHIERESR.

1. For a lot of people just before Christmas, buying presents is very important.

True / False

2. There is a wide variety of products available to buy on the internet.

True / False

3. Men are spending more online this Christmas than women. True / False

4. The more popular internet shopping becomes, the more people
worry about the security of shopping online. True / False

5. There are lots of bargains in UK shops in the run up to Christmas to
encourage people to spend more money. True / False
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2. More/Less/Fewer ¥ &%

Look at the table below with write the correct figures on the right
according to the information in this week’s article Online Shopping.

M ECH IR THIEE.

Average amount spent online by women this Christmas

Average amount spent online by men this Christmas

th|thth

Average amount spent per person on the high street this
Christmas

Internet users buying Christmas gifts online %

Internet users worried about online security %

Turnover from Christmas trading for some stores %

When we are comparing things we often use the words ‘more’, ‘less’ or
‘fewer’. For example, There are more cars in Beijing than in Tangshan.
The opposite of ‘more’ is ‘less’ or ‘fewer’. We use ‘fewer’ with
countable nouns like chairs or dogs. ‘Less’ is used with uncountable
nouns like water or rice. For example: You use less water taking a bath
than a shower. There are fewer people in the UK than in China.

W HBH B BITH/AE more’, ‘less’ B ‘fewer’ 2 REATE. N, T8 P SCHE.
‘more’ 1k XA & ‘less’8 ‘fewer’. ‘fewer F T 4 (LR F,04), ‘less’ A
TR H42 7 e S K BOK .

Now complete the sentences using the information from the table
above choosing the correct option.

HRYE_EFIE B B R4 SR T 5T

1. Women are spending more / less money online than men.

2. People are spending more / less money on the high street than online.
3. More / fewer people are buying gifts online than in the shops.

4. The number of internet users worried about online security is more / fewer
than the number of internet users shopping online for Christmas gifts.

5. Christmas trading can represent more / less profit than any other time of
the year.
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3. Vocabulary ifjC

Match the definitions of useful internet shopping vocabulary with the
words themselves.

THAER RN WA R, WREAENNRRIIEX, X,

1. place where you store the items a. keywords
you want to buy

2. look for b. shopping basket
3. where you pay for what you have C. update
chosen
4. words that you type to search d. secure
for an item
5. safe, other people will not be able e. to search

to see the information you type
6. add the most recent information f. checkout

Now complete the passage below putting the correct words from the
right hand column above in the correct spaces.

TE M _ET5 6 B T ke S 2 A R SE R T S
The first thing you do when buying something online is 1 for the items
that you want to buy on the website. You can usually do this by typing in one

or two 2 to help you find what you need. When you have chosen

something to buy, it goes in your 3 until you are ready to
pay. Every time you choose something new to buy you have to 4 the
shopping basket to make sure that all the items you want are there. When
you are ready to pay for your items you click the button on the screen which
says

5« ”. But you must make sure the website is 6 so that no-
one can steal your personal information like credit card number, name or

address.
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4. Wordsearch Hif#x

Try to find the words associated with internet shopping in the puzzle
below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m)

THE PRI T, Ril5 M EWYE RRIZEE BAR.
FHE104 8, HARFAAREUKTH (g) BER (1) BXAR (m) A HB.

f |z |c |I i cC |b |r |o |w |s |e
h o |[c |h [|i g |h |s [t |r |e |p
i n |(u |s |e |s |w |e |e |i a |s
g |l r (o |w |c |I u s |e |r |s

i e |m|i ] k |s |e |r |c |h
S |n |r [mj|o |u |s |o |a |e |h |t
t (e |s |e |[c |[u | m]| e |u |e |k |f
r ([t |[c |p |b |a |s |k |e [t |o |u
e |w || u |v |[c |h |e |c |y |0 |y
e |h |i g |(r |s |t |r |e |u |s |e
t |s |c |e [i e |b |a |s |k |i n
c |g |k |o |n |I i k |le 'm|o |0

basket browse online checkout secure
search high street users mouse click
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Answers &x

1. Reading Quiz [FAEW%E

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the
correct answer.

1. For a lot of people just before Christmas, buying
presents is very important. True

2. There is a wide variety of products available to
buy on the internet. True

3. Men are spending more online than women. False
4. The more popular internet shopping becomes, the
more people are worrying about the security of

shopping online. False
5. There are lots of bargains in UK shops in the run

up to Christmas to encourage people to spend
more money. True

3. Vocabulary &

Match the definitions of useful internet shopping
vocabulary with the words themselves.

1.b 2.e 3.f 4. a 5.d 6.c

Now complete the passage below putting the
correct words from the right hand column above
in the correct spaces.

The first thing you do when buying something online is

1 search for the items that you want to buy on the website.
You can usually do this by typing in one or two 2 keywords
to help you find what you need. When you have chosen
something to buy, it goes in your 3 shopping basket until
you are ready to pay. Every time you choose something new
to buy you have to 4 update the shopping basket to make
sure all the items you want to buy are there. When you are
ready to pay for your items you click the button on the screen
which says 5 “checkout”. But you must make sure the
website is 6 secure so that no one can steal your personal

information like credit card number, name or address.
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2. More/lLess/Fewer BB W& %K

Average amount spent online by £ 240
women this Christmas

Average amount spent online by £ 233

men this Christmas

Average amount spent per person on | £ 197

the high street this Christmas

Percentage of internet users buying 70 %
Christmas gifts online

Percentage of internet users worried 45 %
about online security

Percentage of store turnover from 60 %
Christmas trading for some stores

1. Women are spending more money online than
men.

2. People are spending less money on the high street
than online.

3. More people are buying gifts online than in the
shops.

4. The number of internet users worried about online
security is fewer than the number of internet
users shopping online for Christmas gifts.

5. Christmas trading can represent more profit than
any other time of the year.

4. Wordsearch HFE#HZE
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